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MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12:00 noon
Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m.

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.

PARISH WEBSITE: 
http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/

PARISH E-MAIL: smcortona1912@aol.com
Reverend Kevin E. Carter,
Pastor
Reverend Michael Otuwurunne,
In Residence
Sister Dorothy A. Donovan, S.S.J.,
Pastoral Associate
Eileen M. Ballone,
Director of Music
Dina R. Tarabocchia,
Parish Secretary
Parish Center Office
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172
Monday to Friday
Rectory
201-641-2988
By appointment only
Religious Education
201-641-2989
Sunday to Thursday
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SATURDAY, March 19
  5:30 PM    Joan Lee

SUNDAY, March 20, 2022
Third Sunday of Lent

   8:00 AM	Elaine Palladino
 10:00 AM	Anna & Antonio Hroncich
 12:00 PM    Joseph De Ruvo

MONDAY, March 21
  12:00  PM	Irene Katkowski	

TUESDAY, March 22
  12:00  PM	Antonia Scrivanich
	
WEDNESDAY, March 23
  12:00  PM	Gioacchino Piccinich

THURSDAY, March 24
  12:00 PM	Frank Francica

FRIDAY,  March 25
  12:00 PM	Malvina Smoyver

SATURDAY, March 26
  5:30 PM    Antonia Morin

SUNDAY, March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Lent

   8:00 AM	Joseph Ruzich
 10:00 AM	Patrick Pansini
 12:00 PM    Nicholas Uva



Memorials
Bread & Wine
People of Our Parish Family
Sanctuary Candle
Joseph De Ruvo

PRIDE
What better proof of your pride could you have given than to claim you were not proud?
—St. John Climacus

DAMAGE
Hatred does more damage to the person in whom it is stored than to the person on whom it is poured.
—Anonymous

FORGIVENESS
Those who cannot forgive others break the bridge over which they themselves must pass.
—Confucius

DIRECTION
The great thing in this world is not so much where we are, but in what direction we are going.
—Oliver Wendell Holmes
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Merciful and gracious is the Lord,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
— Psalm 103:8

HOLY GROUND
Moses met God in a most astounding way in the bush that was burning but not consumed by fire. Moses clearly had a powerful encounter with the Lord. He even felt bold enough to ask God’s name, something unheard of among his people at the time—God’s name was unspeakable. Moses stood on holy ground. Do we not also stand on holy ground? As people who are created in God’s image and drawn to Christ through the waters of Baptism, we have been filled with God’s grace and goodness. The ground of our lives is holy. Lent is a time when we are called to open our minds and hearts to Christ, rely on God’s patient mercy, and to grow as God’s holy people.
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TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The LORD God appears to Moses and directs him to go and deliver the Israelites from Egypt (Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15) or Exodus 17:3-7.
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103) or Psalm 95.
Second Reading — We are not to grumble like the people with Moses in the desert (1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12) or Romans 5:1-2, 5-8.
Gospel — If you do not repent, you will all perish
(Luke 13:1-9) or John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42].

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Third Sunday of Lent; 
Spring begins
Wednesday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo
Friday: Annunciation of the Lord; Abstinence
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We lift up to the Lord in our prayers and good works for: the sick, frail and the homebound.
John McConnell		             Anthony Deli
Catherine Mary Moncello                    Michel Porta
Camilla Leventhal 	                         Julian Morgan
Nicole Grano	                             Baby Amato Jordan
Johanna Hanush                                  Philip Dittmar
Lena Vitalle.                                             Grace Ehler
John Thomas Lazur Dersch                Julio Sanchez Robert Zienkiewicz                              Arline Hrbek
Florence Navarro                   Kevin Michael Francis
Paula Kelnhofer                    Jacqueline Palmadessa            Barbara Demczyszyn                     Michael Toscano                 Caroline Ruppert Hubertz           Ellie Lombardelli                                        Tom Greaux                                   Brandon Kingsley    John Ratynski                                Tony Tarabocchia
Cynthia Ratynski          Robert & Carolyn Salzman                          
Victor Ruggiero
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Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe weather conditions and for all those victims who suffered and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 pandemic.

*********************************************

**Gertrude Hawk  Chocloate orders will be delivered Tuesday, April 5. Candy can be picked up after 4 p.m. in chapel in parish center.
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Lenten Penance Service

with the Sacrament of Reconciliation Monday • March 28, 2022
7:00 PM 
“Create in me a clean heart O God and renew a steadfast spirit within me”

Sacred Silence

For a feeling of austerity and to mark the special character of the season,
there will be NO closing hymn
 during Lent.

Check out our 
Parish Website: http://stmargaretlfnj.org/

You will find a video of the parish mass and important news / prayers / bulletins and more!

**Thanks so much for your participation in our Easter candy sale – both online and “in person.” 
We are most grateful for your support! When the candy that was 
ordered “in person” is set to be delivered, I will notify you.
 It will be some time during the week of April 4. Any questions?? Contact Sister Dorothy. God’s blessing
 on your Lenten efforts!

 March 20, 2022 | Third Sunday of Lent Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15 | 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 | 
Lk 13:1-9

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 
Several years ago, my family gave me a blueberry bush for Mother’s Day. It has yet to produce a single berry. However, I can’t bring myself to remove it, and today’s Gospel encourages me to be patient (a Google search reveals that it can take several years for a blueberry bush to produce a harvest!). The parable of the fig tree shows us how patient God is with us. Like the fig tree, we may not bear fruit or feel as if we’re growing spiritually, even as we enter the second half of Lent. Yet Jesus teaches us that if we nurture our faith through prayer and repentance of our sins, we can always grow and blossom. Like the gardener, we need to be patient with ourselves as God is patient with us.

GO EVANGELIZE PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT It strikes me that in the parable of the fig tree, the gardener offered to cultivate the ground around it. Just as a tree needs light and water and a little individual TLC, it needs good soil. I think for us Catholics, that can be where our parish community and the broader Church come in. Through small actions such as greeting newcomers at Sunday Mass or volunteering in a parish ministry, we can become the fertile soil that nourishes not only our own faith, but that of the entire community. The 2021-23 Synod on Synodality invites us to share our faith and also to listen without judgment to the experiences of others. In doing so, we as a Church can grow stronger. As Pope Francis said in his opening prayer, “May this Synod be a true season of the Spirit! For we need the Spirit, the ever new breath of God, who sets us free from every form of self-absorption, revives what is moribund, loosens shackles and spreads joy.”

STUDY Learn about the Synod on Synodality: www.usccb.org/synod. Check your parish bulletin to see how you can get involved.
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Here are the Church regulations for fasting and abstinence during Lent:
■ Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.
■ Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
■ On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one's needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted. When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
■ Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed minimal penitential practices.
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The Shroud Encounter
An unforgettable
 Big Screen Experience.
Can Science and Faith ever Meet?
Explore the Mystery of the 
Shroud of Turin
with international expert 
Russ Breault
at Holy Trinity Church
34 Maple Ave, Hackensack, NJ
Saturday March 26 at 7:00 PM, or
Sunday March 27 at 2:00 PM
Adults $10
Children under 18 free.
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CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
St. Margaret of Cortona #911186
31 Chamberlain Avenue
Little Ferry, NJ  07643
 
PHONE
201-641-2988
 
CONTACT PERSON
Dina Tarabocchia
 
SOFTWARE
Microsoft Publisher® 2007
Adobe Acrobat 9.0®
Windows XP Professional®-SP3
 
PRINTER
HP® Laserjet 6P
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
Cover + 4 text pages + this page = 6
 
SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
March 20, 2022

TRANSMISSION TIME
Wednesday, 12 noon
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
200 copies
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St. Margaret’s 2022 Goal	 	 $24,229

Number of Pledges	 	                    69

Amount of Pledges	 	 	 	 $15,630




As of March 15
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