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St. Margaret of Cortona Parish 

 

Serving the Catholic Communities of Little Ferry and Moonachie 
 In Ministry, Education and Service -- Since August 24, 1912 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12:00 noon 
Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:05 p.m. 
 
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  
http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/ 
 

PARISH E-MAIL: smcortona1912@aol.com��

Parish Center Office 
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172 

Monday to Friday 

Rectory 
201-641-2988 

By appointment only 

Religious Education 
201-641-2989 

Sunday to Thursday 

December 5, 2021 
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SATURDAY, December 4 
12:00 PM  Mass Guild & Annual Healing            
& Anointing of the Sick Mass 
 
   5:30 PM    Gregory Thomas Quinn 

 
SUNDAY, December 5, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 AM John Bussanich 
 10:00 AM Daniel Weir [5A] 
 12:00 PM    Maria & Matteo Matesic 

 
MONDAY, December 6 
  12:05 PM Giuliano Spadavecchia  
 
TUESDAY, December 7 
  12:05 PM Giuseppe Sarra 
  
WEDNESDAY, December 8  Immaculate Conception 
  8:00 AM Matthew Piccini 
12:05 PM Daniel Donovan 

7:00 PM     Piccinich Family 
                  (Special Intention) 
 

THURSDAY, December 9 
  12:05 PM Margaret Krzyzaniak 
 
FRIDAY, December 10 
  12:05 PM Francesca Raguseo 
 
SATURDAY, December 11 
  5:30 PM    Mary & John Van Saders 

 [8A] & [26A] 
 

SUNDAY, December 12, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent 

   8:00 AM Dino Tarabokija 
 10:00 AM Barbara Spadavecchia 
 12:00 PM    Henry M. Barca, Sr. 
 
 
   
 

 

Memorials 
Bread & Wine 

And 
Sanctuary Candle 

People of Our Parish Family 
 

FORGIVENESS 
God forgives like a mother who kisses the 
offense into everlasting forgiveness. 
—Henry Ward Beecher 
 
A BUSY MOTHER 
Only after the Last Judgment will Mary get 
any rest; from now until then, she is much 
too busy with her children. 
—St. John Vianney 
 
STRENGTH AND COURAGE 
Prayer infuses the weak with strength and 
the fainthearted with courage. 
—Anonymous 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 
God has commanded 
that every lofty mountain be made low. 
— Baruch 5:7 
 
A DEEP CHANGE OF HEART 
When John proclaimed a baptism of 
repentance, as today’s Gospel relates, he 
called people to a deep change of heart. For 
John the Baptist, repentance was not simply 
regret for past failings, but a commitment to 
orient life around God’s desires and purposes. 
What might living in alignment with God’s 
desires look like? Our readings offer some 
clues. Baruch indicates that when mercy and 
justice are embraced like a royal garment, we 
may see the fruits of repentance. Paul notes 
how the Holy Spirit has been active within the 
church in Philippi, forming them to live in a 
loving and united community of faith, so they 
may witness to the love of God. And John 
himself suggests that a repentant heart clears a 
path for God to enter, leveling the mountains 
and valleys of our resistance, so that God 
might dwell within. 

 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Stand on the heights, 
Jerusalem; see your children rejoicing that 
they are remembered by God. A merciful and 
just God leads Israel in joy(Baruch 5:1-9). 
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy (Psalm 126). 
Second Reading — May your love increase in 
knowledge to discern what is valuable that 
you may be blameless for the day of Christ 
(Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11). 
Gospel — John proclaims a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
All flesh shall see the salvation of God (Luke 
3:1-6). 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Nicholas 
Tuesday: St. Ambrose; 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Wednesday: The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday: St. Juan Diego 
Friday: Our Lady of Loreto 
Saturday: St. Damasus I 
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We lift up to the Lord 
in our prayers and 
good works for: the 
sick, frail and the 
homebound. 

John McConnell       Anthony Deli 
Catherine Mary Moncello                         Michel Porta 
Camilla Leventhal                                Julian Morgan 
Nicole Grano                                   Baby Amato Jordan 
Johanna Hanush                              Philip Dittmar 
Lena Vitalle.                                                   Grace Ehler 
John Thomas Lazur Dersch                     Julio Sanchez 
Robert Zienkiewicz                                   Arline Hrbek 
Florence Navarro                       Kevin Michael Francis 
Paula Kelnhofer                Jacqueline Palmadessa            
Barbara Demczyszyn                          Michael Toscano                 
Caroline Ruppert Hubertz                Ellie Lombardelli                                        
Tom Greaux                                        Brandon Kingsley    
John Ratynski                                        Robert Salzman 
 

Eugene W. Stika 
 

Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the 
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and 
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe 
weather conditions and for all those victims who suffered 
and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 
If there is any adult (18+yrs.) 
who wishes to complete their 

initiation into 
the Catholic Church by receiving 

Confirmation and /or 
Communion and Confirmation, 

please call 
Sister Dorothy at 201-641-2989. 

 

 
November 21 & 28, 2021 

        $2,714 & $2,984 
 

 



  
PPrreesseennttss::  

PPlleeaassee  ddoo  nnoott  wwrraapp..  
  oonnllyy  nneeww  iitteemmss  pplleeaassee    

lleeaavvee  uunnddeerr  ttrreeee  oorr  bbrriinngg  ttoo  ppaarriisshh  cceenntteerr..  
EEnnvveellooppeess::  

PPlleeaassee  ddoo  nnoott  ppuutt  uunnddeerr  ttrreeee..    
BBrriinngg  eennvveellooppeess  ttoo  ppaarriisshh  cceenntteerr  oorr    

ppuutt  iinn  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  bbaasskkeett..    
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ggeenneerroossiittyy..  

CCaallll  SSiisstteerr  DDoorrootthhyy  wwiitthh  qquueessttiioonnss..  
  

 
AA  FFeessttiivvaall  ooff  LLeessssoonnss  aanndd  CCaarroollss  

SSuunnddaayy  ••  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1122,,  22002211  
33  PPMM  ..  

 

 
 
 

NEW MINISTRY SIGN-UP 

 
Name _______________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________ 
Phone Number 
_____________________________________ 
e-mail ______________________________________ 
 

Ministry Commitment 
Interested Person’s Name 

Altar Servers _____________________ 
Age: Half-way through 3rd Grade 
Time: Semi-Monthly, Year round 
Responsibility: Assist the Priest with the celebration of Mass 
 
Adult Altar Servers _____________________ 
Age: 18 and over 
Time: Year-round for funerals and early morning Mass 
Responsibility: Assist the Priest with the celebration of Mass 
 
Minister of Holy Communion _____________________ 

 Age: 18 and over 
 Time: Semi-Monthly at a specific Mass, year round 

 Requirements: Must be fully initiated (baptized, confirmed, 
and admitted to first Communion), and a practicing Catholic. 
They must be in good standing with the Church. They must be 
aware of the sacredness of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 Responsibility: Distribution of Holy Communion during Mass. 
You should arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass to set-up the Altar. 
 
Reader _______________________ 

 Age: After Confirmation 
 Time: Monthly, year round 

 Requirements: Must be fully initiated (baptized, confirmed, 
and admitted to first Communion), and a practicing Catholic. 
They must be in good standing with the Church.  

 Responsibility: Proclaiming the readings during the weekly 
Mass. Prepare the weeks reading during the days leading to 
the Mass, and arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass to prepare the 
General Intercessions. Rushing into the sacristy just before 
Mass to “look at the readings” should be avoided. 
 
Choir _______________________ 

 Age: After Confirmation 
 Time: September through June, rehearsals on Thursdays at 

7:30pm, sing on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of each Month. 
Also, needed for special programs throughout the year. 

 Responsibility: Enhance the weekly Mass with your gift of 
song. 
 
Ushers _______________________ 

 Age: Minimum 25 years of age 
 Time: Weekly at a specific Mass, year round 

Responsibility: Should arrive 15 minutes before Mass to 
greet Parishioners, arrange for people to take the gifts to the 
Altar (preferably family members of the Mass intention), 
collection of weekly offering, distribute bulletins at end of 
Mass, and organize pews after parishioners leave.  
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CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
St. Margaret of Cortona #911186 
31 Chamberlain Avenue 
Little Ferry, NJ  07643 
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201-641-2988 
  
CONTACT PERSON 
Dina Tarabocchia 
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Microsoft Publisher® 2007 
Adobe Acrobat 9.0® 
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PRINTER 
HP® Laserjet 6P 
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Cover + 4 text pages + this page = 6 
  
SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATIO 
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TRANSMISSION TIME 
Wednesday, 12 noon 
  
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
200 copies 
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