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MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12:00 noon
Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m.

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.

PARISH WEBSITE: 
http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/

PARISH E-MAIL: smcortona1912@aol.com
Reverend Kevin E. Carter,
Pastor
Reverend Michael Otuwurunne,
In Residence
Sister Dorothy A. Donovan, S.S.J.,
Pastoral Associate
Eileen M. Ballone,
Director of Music
Dina R. Tarabocchia,
Parish Secretary
Parish Center Office
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172
Monday to Friday
Rectory
201-641-2988
By appointment only
Religious Education
201-641-2989
Sunday to Thursday
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SATURDAY, March 26
  5:30 PM    Antonia Morin

SUNDAY, March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Lent

   8:00 AM	Joseph Ruzich
 10:00 AM	Patrick Pansini
 12:00 PM    Nicholas Uva

MONDAY, March 28
  12:00  PM	Jean Corrado	

TUESDAY, March 29
  12:00  PM	Dina Mircovich
	
WEDNESDAY, March 30
  12:00  PM	Sergio Altomare

THURSDAY, March 31
  12:00 PM	Vincente Villaruel

FIRST FRIDAY, April 1
  12:00 PM	Andrea Cimillo

FIRST SATURDAY, April 2
 12:00 PM 	Mass Guild
   5:30 PM    Blanche Baker

SUNDAY, April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Lent

   8:00 AM	Margaret & Frank Herzich
 10:00 AM	Matteo Mattessich
 12:00 PM    Jill Tarabocchia




Memorials
Bread & Wine
And
Sanctuary Candle
People of Our Parish Family

SERVE THE POOR
Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, honor them as you would Christ himself.
—St. Louise de Marillac

HURDLING
God’s grace within me and God’s strength behind me can overcome any hurdle ahead of me.
—Anonymous

HAPPINESS
Happiness will never be ours if we do not recognize to some degree that God’s blessings were given us for the well-being of all.
—Anonymous
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Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
the old things have passed away;
behold, new things have come.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

LOST AND FOUND
The parable of the father and his sons is one of the most familiar of all of Jesus’ stories. The father in the parable is lavish in forgiveness and revels in the return of his young son, who was lost and now is found. The older son is also lost—lost in his refusal to forgive, lost in his failure to grasp his father’s generous spirit. The Israelites spent many years lost in the desert, seeking the land of milk and honey, yet often failing to seek the God who delivered and fed them. We are sometimes lost as well. We lose sight of the Lord and the Lord’s ways. God never loses sight of us, however. God waits, ready for us to come to our senses, ready to welcome us back with open arms.
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March 20, 2022
$2.914
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — God’s people enter the promised land, observe the Passover, and eat of the produce of the land (Joshua 5:9a, 10-12) or 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a.
Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
(Psalm 34) or Psalm 23.
Second Reading — We are now ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) or Ephesians 5:8-14.
Gospel — We must rejoice when our brother who was dead in sin repents and comes back to life (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) or John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38].

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Lent
Friday: First Friday; Abstinence; April Fool’s Day
Saturday: St. Francis of Paola; First Saturday
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We lift up to the Lord in our prayers and good works for: the sick, frail and the homebound.
John McConnell		             Anthony Deli
Catherine Mary Moncello                    Michel Porta
Camilla Leventhal 	                         Julian Morgan
Nicole Grano	                             Baby Amato Jordan
Johanna Hanush                                  Philip Dittmar
Lena Vitalle.                                             Grace Ehler
John Thomas Lazur Dersch                Julio Sanchez Robert Zienkiewicz                              Arline Hrbek
Florence Navarro                   Kevin Michael Francis
Paula Kelnhofer                    Jacqueline Palmadessa            Barbara Demczyszyn                     Michael Toscano                 Caroline Ruppert Hubertz           Ellie Lombardelli                                        Tom Greaux                                   Brandon Kingsley    John Ratynski                                Tony Tarabocchia
Cynthia Ratynski          Robert & Carolyn Salzman                          
Victor Ruggiero
[image: A picture containing text, turtle, reptile, plant

Description automatically generated]
Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe weather conditions and for all those victims who suffered and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 pandemic.
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There will be no Stations of the Cross except for Good Friday.
The Church is open 9-5 on Monday and Saturday & Sunday morning.
We have Stations of the Cross books available for you to use at your leisure.
[image: ]
Lenten Penance Service

with the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday • March 28, 2022
7:00 PM 
“Create in me a clean heart O God and renew a steadfast
 spirit within me


BIBLE STUDY sessions (6 in all) will take place on Wednesday  from 7 p.m to 8:30 p.m.

May 11, 18 and 25: June 1, 8 and 15

The sessions will take place 
in the chapel in the parish center. 
Our sessions will center
 on the Psalms.
 In order to purchase books, you must register by April 15. 
Cost is $10 to defray cost of books. Contact Sister Dorothy for any information or questions.

**Gertrude Hawk Chocloate orders will be delivered Tuesday, April 5. Candy can be picked up after 4 p.m. in chapel in parish center.

 March 27, 2022 | Fourth Sunday of Lent Jos 5:9a, 10-12 | 2 Cor 5:17-21 | Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 
Today we celebrate Laetare (which means “rejoice”) Sunday. As we mark the midpoint of Lent, we allow ourselves to look ahead with joyful anticipation of Jesus’ resurrection, even as we continue our practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Amidst these penitential practices of Lent, this day offers a reminder that we have reason for hope. The parable of the prodigal son shows us what hope looks like. When the father caught sight of his wayward son, he did not see the young man who made bad choices, wasted his inheritance, and disobeyed him. He looked at him with eyes of unconditional love, rejoicing that “he was lost and has been found.” That’s how Jesus viewed the sinners and tax collectors, and how the Father views us, his wayward sons and daughters, when we return to him in contrition and love. So as we continue our Lenten practices, let’s take time to give thanks for the goodness and mercy of God today, knowing that the Lord awaits us with open arms when we acknowledge our sinfulness and rely upon him for all that is good. 

EVANGELIZE PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 
Is it me, or are some of the parables hard to figure out? The parable of the prodigal son is one we’ve heard over and over again, and resonates across ages and generations. Some of us may relate to the prodigal son and others to the dutiful brother. The parents and grandparents among us may have been in the father’s shoes at some point. What better time than Lent to reflect on what the story means to us at this point in our lives: Are we awaiting the return of a disaffected loved one? Are we in need of repenting for our own actions? The answer will be different for each of us, but we can rejoice in the fact that we are loved unconditionally by God wherever we are on our Lenten and life journeys. Our challenge is to open our hearts to that love; as we do so, we can’t help but be transformed and in turn share that love with others through friendship, service, and generosity. As St. Paul writes, “Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: The old things have passed away.”

ACT On Laetare Sunday, priests may wear rose-colored vestments as a symbol of joy. Carry this sense of joy into your day by placing roses at the table, bringing flowers to a friend, or calling someone with whom you’ve fallen out of touch.


[image: A picture containing text, outdoor, cloudy, clouds  Description automatically generated]
Here are the Church regulations for fasting and abstinence during Lent:
■ Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.
■ Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
■ On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one's needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted. When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
■ Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed minimal penitential practices.
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The Shroud Encounter
An unforgettable
 Big Screen Experience.
Can Science and Faith ever Meet?
Explore the Mystery of the 
Shroud of Turin
with international expert 
Russ Breault
at Holy Trinity Church
34 Maple Ave, Hackensack, NJ
Saturday March 26 at 7:00 PM, or
Sunday March 27 at 2:00 PM
Adults $10
Children under 18 free.
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CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
St. Margaret of Cortona #911186
31 Chamberlain Avenue
Little Ferry, NJ  07643
 
PHONE
201-641-2988
 
CONTACT PERSON
Dina Tarabocchia
 
SOFTWARE
Microsoft Publisher® 2007
Adobe Acrobat 9.0®
Windows XP Professional®-SP3
 
PRINTER
HP® Laserjet 6P
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
Cover + 4 text pages + this page = 6
 
SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
March 27, 2022

TRANSMISSION TIME
Tuesday, 12 noon
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
200 copies
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