St. Margaret of Cortona Parish

31 Chamberlain Ave Little Ferry, NJ 07643

Serving the Catholic Communities of
Little Ferry and Moonachie

In Ministry, Education and Service -- Since August 24, 1912
(Destroyed by Sandy - Oct 29, 2012 — Restored in Christ Aug 4, 2013)

December 21, 2025

Reverend, Kevin E. Carter, = MASS SCHEDULE:
Pastor  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.

Reverend Michael Otuwurunne, Sunday: 9 :00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.)

In Residence Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m.
Reverend Victor P. Kennedy,  Mass Guild — First Saturday of the Month — 12:00 p.m.
Weekend Assistant CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.
Eileen M. Ballone, = PARISH WEBSITE:
Director of Music ~ http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/
Dina R. Tarabocchia, = PARISH E-MAIL: smcortonal 912@aol.com
Parish Secretary

Parish Center Office Rectory Religious Education
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172 201-641-2988 201-641-2988
Monday to Thursday By appointment only Sunday to Thursday


http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/
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SUNDAY, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:30 PM (Saturday) Antonia Piccinich [3A]
9:00 AM Nerina Picinich
11:30 AM Daniel & Elizabeth Weir &
Thomas & Theresa Leonardi

MONDAY, December 22
12:00 PM Kathleen Corrao

TUESDAY, December 23
12:00 PM Otto & Josephine Baumeister

WEDNESDAY, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
5:30 PM People of Our Parish Family

12:00 Midnight People of Our Parish Family

(Preceded by Christmas Carols at 11:30 PM)

THURSDAY, December 25 (Christmas Day)
The Nativity of the Lord
9:00 AM People of Our Parish Family
11:30 PM People of Our Parish Family

FRIDAY, December 26
12:00 PM Martha Giovine

SATURDAY, December 27
5:30 PM Maria Vlacancich

SUNDAY, December 28, 2025
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9:00 AM Anna Hightower & Joseph
Nalewaiski
11:30 AM James & Rose Smith

Memorials
Bread & Wine
And
Sanctuary Candle
Jerry S. Wikiel

December 14 2025
$2,379
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We lift up to the Lord in our prayers and
good works for: the sick, frail and the
homebound.

Catherine Mary Moncello
Michele Porta

Camilla Leventhal

Anthony Deli
Valerie Vernay
Julian Morgan

Nicole Grano Lena Vitalle
Julio Sanchez Arline Hrbek
Robert Zienkiewicz Brandon Kingsley

Paula Kelnhofer
Barbara Demczyszyn
Caroline Ruppert Hubert
Robert & Carolyn Salzman

Jacqueline Palmadessa
Robin Toscano

Ron Ruppert
George Stauble

Chris Lynch Pia Maria Pignataro
Mary Mirrop Johanna Hanush
Steven Sciancalepore Michael & Stephen
Tom Greaux Demczyszyn
Delia Libunao Pedro Jimenez
Amy Way Lori Ruppert Hagens
Pat Miller Phyllis Francis

Steve De Martini Colette Caminiti

Victims of terrorism and war; genoc1de in
Syria and the Holy Land, worldwide human
trafficking, racism and hatred, domestic
abuse and street violence, severe weather
conditions and for all those victims who
suffered and lost their loved ones, under the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Eucharist:
~-Not a Symbol

-Not a piece of
bread

-Not a communal
snack

It's the real Body
and Blood of Jesus '
Christ Almighty




RCIA

If there is any adult (18+yrs.)
who wishes to complete
their initiation into the

Catholic Church by
receiving Confirmation and /or
Communion and Confirmation,

please call
Father Kevin at 201-641-2988

Quote

December 21

What kind of work can be more noble
than to cultivate the minds of young
people, guarding it carefully, so that the
knowledge and love of God and His
holy precepts hand -in-hand with
learning? To form young Christians and
citizens-isn’t this the most beautiful
and noble-minded way to make use of
life, of all one’s talents and energy?

~ Saint John of Kanty
(1403-1474), Patron of Students,
Feast Day December 23

r
© J. S. Paluch Co.. Inc.

£8% Las Posadas

LAS POSADAS means “the inns” in Spanish and
refers to a Mexican Christmas custom. Beginning
December 16, family and friends or communities
recreate the experience of Mary and Joseph search-
ing for a place to stay in Bethlehem. The celebration
takes place in streets and homes with a powerful
message. In the Incarnation, God offered salvation
to everyone, even the poor and homeless.
Accompanied by members of the community
and bearing candles, a couple dresses as Joseph
and Mary. The group walks in procession and
approaches a house in the neighborhood, praying
and singing Christmas carols. They knock on the
door and sing a special song for the celebration of
Las Posadas. In this song, Joseph, outside the house,
requests lodging for the night because his wife is
weary from the journey. Those inside sing back that
they do not know the visitors and there is no room;
the couple must go to another place. The candle-
light procession continues to house after house.
Finally, the residents of one home offer them shelter.
All enter joyfully and celebrate a fiesta, complete
with pifiata.
This liturgical drama takes place every night
until Christmas Eve. The custom allows all
to express their faith in Jesus, to tell the story
of Christmas for the benefit of children, and
to keep their hearts fixed on the true meaning
of the season. It connects the present generation
with the past and binds a neighborhood into
a stronger community.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Devotions and Customs
© 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights
reserved. Written by Paul Turner.




Z*%In its present form the custom of
displaying figures depicting the birth of
Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis
of Assisi, who made the Christmas créche
or manger for Christmas Eve of 1223. The
blessing of the Christmas manger or
nativity scene may take place on the Vigil
of Christmas or at another suitable time
When the manger is set up in the home, it
is appropriate that it be blessed by a
parent or another family member. All
make the sign of the cross as the leader
says: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
R/. Who made heaven an earth. One of
those present or the leader reads a text of
sacred Scripture, for example, Luke
2:1 (lines 1-or Isaiah7:10 (lines 10-15, the
birth of Emmanuel).Reader: The Gospel of
the Lord. R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ. The leader prays with hands
joined: God of every nation and people,
from the very beginning of creation you
have made manifest your love:when our
need for a Savior was great you sent your
Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our
lives he brings joy and peace, justice,
mercy, and love Lord bless all who look
upon this manger; may it remind us of the
humble birth of Jesus,and raise our
thoughts to him, who is God-with-us
andSavior of all, and who lives and reigns

forever and ever.
R/. Amen.

~4

A Savnior
bas been born
for pou

St. Margaret of Cortona 2025
Christmas Schedule

Christmas Masses December 24-25
Wednesday, Christmas Eve: 5:30 PM
and 12:00 Midnight
(Preceded by Christmas Carols at
11:30 PM)

Thursday, Christmas Day:

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM

Holy Family, Sunday December 28
Saturday, December 27: 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 28

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God

(New Year’s Day)
January 1, 2026
Wednesday, December 31,
New Years Eve: 5:30 PM
Thursday, New Year’s Day:
9:00 AM &11:30 AM

Epiphany, Sunday January 4
Saturday, January 3: 5:30 PM
Sunday, January 4:

9:00 AM & 11:30AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, December 20, 1-2 PM
Monday, December 22, 4-6 PM
Tuesday, December 23, 6-8 PM



https://www.usccb.org/bible/Luke2:1
https://www.usccb.org/bible/Luke2:1
https://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah7:10

