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OUR FASCINATING FAITH
Ordinary Time
Between the end of the Christmas season and the
start of Lent, the liturgical year begins a period
known as Ordinary Time. That season is
interrupted by the seasons of Lent and Easter,
and then resumes again after Pentecost. The
English translation of the Latin name for this
season has received much criticism because of our
association of the word “ordinary” with something
of lesser value, the opposite of something special.
Critics point out that Sunday is the original feast
day of the Church, that there is nothing at all
“ordinary” about our weekly celebration of the
Lord’s dying and rising. Translators explain that
in this context the English word “ordinary”
retains the root meaning of “ordinal,” something
counted “in order,” and that the Sundays
throughout the year are in fact named
by their numerical order.

It is helpful to understand how all five of the
“special” seasons of the liturgical year (Advent,
Christmas, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter) fit
together to unfold the single mystery of Christ. As
we continue the year now with Ordinary Ttme, we
are mindful that what we celebrate is indeed as

“exrmonfina@/” an experience qf gocfs grace as
one could ever imagine.
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CATHOLIC PRAYER CORNER
Respect for Life Prayer
O God, our eyes behold the
Eeauty qf Yyour creation,
and our ears catch the
sounds of your power.

We hold our lives sacred
because they are your gift.
Bring us to greater awareness of the
sanctity of human life
and to sorrow for the times
we have ignored or offended it.
We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people
who wulked ll'l d

7 = upon.
'Jaﬁ’ in the land of. gl‘:'?o
a light has shown.

Isaiah 9:1




Third Sumfay in Onﬁ’nmy Time

To introduce the beginnings of Jesus’ ministry in
Matthew’s (josye[ tocfay, the evcmge[ist quotes ffom
Isaiah 9, which is yresented' to us more fu[( in our
first reading. Isaiah acknowledges the darkness of
oppression from the conquest of the Galilee region
Ey Assyria, but reminds his ]aegaﬁz qf the ﬁoye God
qﬁcers them. Matthew, writing in the time of the
Roman Empire centuries later, points to Jesus and
his proclamation of the kingdom of heaven, to
overturn all forms of oppression. Power structures
[ike Assyria or Rome rely on fear, control, and
distrust to sustain themselves. But God’s reign is
to be saturated with God’s love, freedom, and
mutual trust. Jesus began by gathering a group of
aﬁ’sci}a(es. When Jesus simi[hr@ gatﬁers his
community of disciples in our church today, our
love of each other, and our care for all others, can
make this reign of God visible to all.

CALLED TO COMMUNITY

T od'ay’s (jo.gpe[:from ‘Matthew sketches the initial
movements of Jesus’ public ministry. The arrest of
John the Baptist signals that Jesus’ time has come.
His ﬁ’rst actions include the call of his ﬁrst
Jisci}aﬁzs, and- yrocfaiming the reign, or Eingcﬁ)m, qf
heaven. Jesus first gathers a community, which he
can gradually form to become [iving evidence of
this coming reign. His }Weacﬁing, which Eegins fust
a few verses later in the Sermon on the Mount, is
not fust essential guidance for each individual (ife,
but for life within a community of his followers.

It can be very cﬁa[fenging fbr most qf us, who live
ina ﬁigﬁ@ individualized society, to hear thi story

of being summoned into community,

committed to learning together and from each
other. Our parishes and Christian communities
need to be safe places so that we can open our
hearts to each other, learning the Way of Jesus,
and sharing this Way with others.

UNITED 1N CHRIST

In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses
many }mstomf issues, and Eegins with questions qf
division over leadership. We hear of rival camps of
loyalty for various leaders and preachers: Paul
himself, Apollo, or Cephas. Paul fears that the
community has lost the center qf the faitﬁ, that is,
Christ himself. The community is to be united in
mind and purpose under Christ.

Many to:[ay experience in a very similar division.
Some Christians will in gﬁéct say: “1 Eeﬁmg to...
(ﬁ(f in the name qf your favorite }areacﬁer,
theologian, or leader), and those who don’t are not
to be trusted.” Diversity of thought and
Eaclégroumf are essential to the vimﬁty qf
Christian community, but here Paul describes a
division that hides the message of Christ. It hides
Christ’s call to charity and forbearance toward all.
This division hides the truth that we are all at the
ﬁ)ot qf the cross, a cross that reveals our own

brokenness and our need fbr mercy.




Short Version
What are you most yrouaf qf? What do Yyou
[ike to boast about? Were you top of your
class in college? Do you work harder than
anyone in your cﬁce? Or are you the best
at Wecm’ng to work hard, but ﬁan{fy
worﬁing? Everyone [ikes to have sometﬁing
they are the best at, or at least very good.
‘But it rea[fy is kind of si[fy to base your
own worth on what you accomplish. What
tru[y makes us important is that we are
loved Ey God. Our second read'ing tells how
God uses the foo[isﬁ, weak, or poorest yecy&
to shame those who are wise, strong, and
weaﬁ'ﬁy. Wﬁy? Because God loves the poor,
the weak, the disabled, the homeless just as
much as God loves the important yeqafe.

And it's not _just the external cluaﬁ’ties that

are important. Some wealthy people have
great love for the poor. Some of the best

teachers only work with disabled children.

Our (josye[ on the Beatitudes toafay makes

that clear if you listen carefully.

Blessed are not fust the poor, but the poor

in .syirit; not on[y the ﬁungry, but those
who ﬁunger ﬁrr rigﬁteousness.

That's what Saint Paul means when he
says, "“Whoever boasts, should boast in the
Lord" (1 Corinthians 1:31).

So how do we get to be "important” to God?
Instead qf asEing God to make my projects
a success, 1 can ask what God wants me to
do. And ﬁrr all the goocf that you do,
remember to thank the Lovd.

Sunday of the
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