December 19, 2021

Reverend Kevin E. Carter,
Reverend Michael Otuwurunne,
Sister Dorothy A. Donovan, S.S.J.,
Eileen M. Ballone,

Dina R. Tarabocchia,

Parish Center Office
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172
Monday to Friday

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12:00 noon
Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:05 p.m.

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.

PARISH WEBSITE:
http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/

PARISH E-MAIL: smcortonal 912@aol.com

Rectory Religious Education
201-641-2988 201-641-2989
By appointment only Sunday to Thursday
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SATURDAY. December 18
5:30 PM Michael A. Pansini

SUNDAY., December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM Nicolo Hroncich [13A]
10:00 AM Luciano Lo Sardo
12:00 PM Henry M. Barca, Jr.

MONDAY. December 20
12:05 PM John Picinic

TUESDAY. December 21
12:05 PM Ann Patunas

WEDNESDAY, December 22
12:05 PM Ludwig Burghardt

THURSDAY. December 23
12:05 PM Gioacchino Piccinich

FRIDAY. December 24 Christmas Eve
5:30 PM People of Our Parish Family
Midnight People of Our Parish Family

SATURDAY, December 25  Christmas Day
10:00 AM 12 Noon
People of Our Parish Family
(No 5:30 PM Mass)

SUNDAY., December 26, 2021
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

8:00 AM Frank Francica
10:00 AM Elizabeth & Daniel Weir
Theresa & Thomas Leonardi
12:00 PM Sergio Passaro

2. 8. l.lludl( a., Inc

Memorials
Bread & Wine
People of Our Parish Family
Sanctuary Candle
Luciano Lo Sardo
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Mary set out and traveled to the hill country
in haste to a town of Judah,

where she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
For years, Catholic spiritual writers have
drawn our attention to the Christmas liturgy’s
subtle —and not-so-subtle —linking of Christ’s
incarnation with his paschal mystery. In the
infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke, there
are countless intimations of the Passion and
cross. The saints of the Christmas octave,
dubbed “comites Christi,” Christ’s companions
in suffering, form a royal honor guard of
martyrs and others who bore witness at great
personal sacrifice to the Child we hail as
“Prince of Peace,” while the wood of the
manger evokes the wood of the cross. But these
days, sadly, in the wake of seemingly endless
mass shootings at schools, we need no
reminders of how close in real life are the
cradle and the cross. May our hearts find, if not
answers, at least comfort in the prophet
Micah’s reminder that, from the pain of a
woman’s labor came forth the Child who is our
incarnate peace.

Elizabeth
asked,

nd how
does this
happen
to me,
that the
mother of

my Lord
should
come
to me?”
Luke 1:43

BLESSED

Then, just as David leapt and danced before
the ancient Ark of the Covenant that bore
precious signs of God’s abiding presence, so
John leaps in his mother Elizabeth’s womb as
Mary arrives, a living ark bearing God’s living
presence. Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary in
words that we pray daily in the “Hail Mary”:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb.” Why Mary is so
“blessed” Elizabeth then explains: “Blessed are
you who believed that what was spoken to you
by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Likewise, we
may dare hope to be “blessed” for “believing
that what was spoken” to us “by the Lord” —
Jesus” promise of mercy —will be fulfilled as
we share God’s mercy with everyone. For by
reason of our baptism and, more immediately
and repeatedly, because of our participation in
the Eucharist, we too bear within ourselves the
living Christ. To whom, or to what situation,
do we need to bear Christ this Christmas?
Indeed, throughout the year, how selflessly do
we set our own concerns aside? How eagerly —
“in haste” —do we, disregarding difficulties,
traverse whatever dangerous terrain needs
conquering to be of service to another?

Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

— Luke 1:42




We lift up to the Lord
in our prayers and
good works for: the
sick, frail and the

homebound.

John McConnell Anthony Deli
Catherine Mary Moncello Michel Porta
Camilla Leventhal Julian Morgan
Nicole Grano Baby Amato Jordan
Johanna Hanush Philip Dittmar
Lena Vitalle. Grace Ehler

John Thomas Lazur Dersch Julio Sanchez
Robert Zienkiewicz Arline Hrbek

Kevin Michael Francis
Jacqueline Palmadessa
Michael Toscano

Ellie Lombardelli
Brandon Kingsley
Robert Salzman

Florence Navarro

Paula Kelnhofer

Barbara Demczyszyn
Caroline Ruppert Hubertz
Tom Greaux

John Ratynski

Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe

weather conditions and for all those victims who suffered
and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 pandemic.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
RCIA

If there is any adult (18+yrs.) who
wishes to complete their
initiation into the
Catholic Church by receiving
Confirmation and /or Communion
and Confirmation, please call

Sister Dorothy at 201-641-2989.

Presents:

Please do not wrap.
only new items please
leave under tree or bring
to parish center.
Envelopes:

Please do not put under tree.
Bring envelopes to parish center or
put in collection basket.
Thank you for your
continued generosity.

Call Sister Dorothy with questions.
Gifts from the Giving tree need
to be in by Sunday, December 19




Saint Margaret of Cortona
Christmas 2021 Schedule

Christmas Masses December 24-25
Friday, Christmas Eve:
5:30 PM and 12:00 Midnight

Saturday, Christmas Day:
10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
(No 5:30 PM Mass)

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph, December 26
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,
(New Year’s Day)
January 1, 2022
Friday, December 31,

New Year’s Eve: 5:30 PM

Saturday, New Year’s Day
12:00 PM
(No 5:30 PM Mass)

The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 2
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, December 18
1:00 pm,

Monday, December 20
at 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, December 21
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Wednesday, December 22
2:00 —4:00 pm
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CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
St. Margaret of Cortona #911186

31 Chamberlain Avenue
Little Ferry, NJ 07643

PHONE
201-641-2988
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