
 
 
 

Reverend Kevin E. Carter, 
Pastor 

Reverend Michael Otuwurunne, 
In Residence 

Sister Dorothy A. Donovan, S.S.J., 
Pastoral Associate 

Eileen M. Ballone, 
Director of Music 

Dina R. Tarabocchia, 
Parish Secretary 

St. Margaret of Cortona Parish 

 

Serving the Catholic Communities of Little Ferry and Moonachie 
 In Ministry, Education and Service -- Since August 24, 1912 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12:00 noon 
Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m. 
 
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  
http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/ 
 

PARISH E-MAIL: smcortona1912@aol.com 

Parish Center Office 
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172 

Monday to Thursday 

Rectory 
201-641-2988 

By appointment only 

Religious Education 
201-641-2989 

Sunday to Thursday 
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   SATURDAY, January 7 
5:30 PM    Deceased Members of Baker/ 
                    Van Saders Family 
 

SUNDAY, January 8, 2023 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 
   8:00 AM Maureen Gregston 
 10:00 AM Patrick Pansini 
 12:00 PM    Sergio Passaro  
                         (Birthday) 
 
MONDAY,  January 9 
  12:00  PM Mezich Family  
 
TUESDAY, January 10 
  12:00  PM Blake Katkowski 
  
WEDNESDAY, January 11 
  12:00  PM Patrick Pansini 

 
THURSDAY, January 12 
  12:00 PM Johanna Davis 
 
FRIDAY,  January 13 
  12:00 PM Barry Balala 
 
SATURDAY, January 14 
  5:30 PM    Nicolo Mattessich 

 
SUNDAY,  January 15, 2023 

Second Sunday of the Church Year 
 
   8:00 AM Dennis Stabile 
 10:00 AM Joseph Slavic Kornas 
 12:00 PM    Bruno Morin  
 

 

Memorials 
Bread & Wine 

People of Our Parish Family 
Sanctuary Candle 

Anna Hightower &  
Katherine Foy 

 
TRUE HAPPINESS 
Abandon yourself utterly for the love of God, 
and in this way you will become truly happy. 
—Blessed Henry Suso 
 
SELFLESSNESS REWARDED 
Help another’s boat across, and lo! thine own 
has reached the shore. 
—Old Hindu proverb 
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January 8, 2023 The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
 
ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE 
Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. 
The scene likely includes figures arriving on 
camels, some elaborately dressed, with 
jeweled boxes containing precious gifts. 
These magi arrived from distant lands to pay 
homage to the Christ Child. We know little 
about the magi, but we do know that these 
visitors were not Jews. They represent 
people of all nations who will be drawn to 
the Lord. “Nations shall walk by your light, 
and kings by your shining radiance.” The 
Good News of Jesus cannot be limited to one 
people; all share in the promise of God’s 
mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, 
Jerusalem! The Lord shines upon you and 
the glory of the Lord appears over you 
(Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — All the nations will worship 
you, Lord 
(Psalm 72). 
Second Reading — The Gentiles are 
coheirs, copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrive 
looking for the newborn king of the Jews 
(Matthew 2:1-12). 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL 
OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 
Monday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday: First Week in Ordinary Time 
begins 
Friday: St. Hilary 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; 
Julian Calendar New Year 
 

 
 



 

We lift up to the 
Lord in our prayers 
and good works for: 
the sick, frail and 
the homebound. 

 
Catherine Mary Moncello                  Anthony Deli 
Michel Porta                         Valerie Vernay 
Camilla Leventhal                           Julian Morgan 
Nicole Grano                              Baby Amato Jordan 
Johanna Hanush                                  Philip Dittmar 
Lena Vitalle.                                             Grace Ehler 
John Thomas Lazur Dersch                Julio Sanchez 
Robert Zienkiewicz                              Arline Hrbek 
Florence Navarro                   Kevin Michael Francis 
Paula Kelnhofer                    Jacqueline Palmadessa            
Barbara Demczyszyn                     Michael Toscano                 
Caroline Ruppert Hubertz           Ellie Lombardelli                                        
Tom Greaux                                   Brandon Kingsley    
John Ratynski                                Tony Tarabocchia 
Robert & Carolyn Salzman             Victor Ruggiero      
Jo Anna Lockie                             James Moran                            
Dominick Di Buono                 Olivia La Forte King                         
David I. Ramos            Emily Menzella 
Charlie Di Buono 

 
Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the 
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and 
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe 
weather conditions and for all those victims who 
suffered and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
 

 
If there is any adult (18+yrs.)  

who wishes to complete  
their initiation into the  

Catholic Church by receiving 
Confirmation and /or Communion 

and Confirmation, please call 
Sister Dorothy at 201-641-2989. 

 

  
As church, we are called to have a 
“preferential option for the poor.” 
You certainly did just that through 
your generous  Christmas gifts to 
needy families in our area and 
beyond. I thank you in their name 
and ask God to bless you in your 
particular need with the same 
generosity with which you have 
blessed others. You have always 
been most generous to this appeal, 
and I am sooo grateful to you!  
God’s blessing on you and on those 
you love!  
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 OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Epiphany House Blessing 

 
If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home 

with a blessing using the initials of the magi’s 
traditional names (Casper, Melchior, Balthasar), 

four crosses, and the new year’s numerals. 
Materials: a piece of chalk and a  

small container of holy water. Gather with 
family members, friends, and perhaps  

some neighbors at the front door. 
Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the 

numerals of the new year. 
[20 + C + M + B + 23] 

Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! 
ALL: Amen! 

Each room of the house is sprinkled  
with holy water. 

Living room: 
Where two or three are gathered in your name, 
Lord, you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. 

ALL: Amen! 
Kitchen: 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 

ALL: Amen! 
Dining room: 

Prepare us for the heavenly banquet. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 

ALL: Amen! 
Bedrooms: 

Stay with us Lord, when night has come. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 

ALL: Amen! 
Bathroom: 

Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 

All return to the front door to pray together. 
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father . . . 
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water. 

Bless this household through all days to come, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 

ALL: Amen! 
 
 
 

 

CCAATTHHOOLLIICC  PPRRAAYYEERR  CCOORRNNEERR  
PPrraayyeerr  aatt  tthhee  MMaannggeerr::    

WWiitthh  tthhee  MMaaggii  
LLeett  yyoouurr  lliigghhtt  sshhiinnee  oonn  uuss,,  OO  GGoodd,,  

aass  tthhee  ssttaarr  sshhoowweedd  tthhee  wwaayy  
ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  sseeaarrcchheedd  ffoorr  CChhrriisstt..  

FFiillll  uuss  wwiitthh  wwiissddoomm;;  
hheellpp  uuss  wwaallkk  iinn  yyoouurr  wwaayyss,,  

nnooww  aanndd  ffoorreevveerr..  AAmmeenn..  
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TThhee  EEppiipphhaannyy  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  
EEppiipphhaannyy  iiss  aa  ddaayy  wwhheenn  ppooppuullaarr  ccuussttoommss  mmoossttllyy  
oovveerrsshhaaddooww  ssccrriippttuurraall  aaccccuurraaccyy..  MMaatttthheeww’’ss  GGoossppeell  
nneevveerr  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  kkiinnggss  ccoommiinngg  ttoo  sseeee  CChhrriisstt,,  nnoorr  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr  ((oonnllyy  tthhee  ggiiffttss  aarree  eennuummeerraatteedd)),,  nnoorr  
ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaammeess..  MMaatttthheeww  tteellllss  uuss  oonnllyy  tthhaatt  ssoommee  
““mmaaggii””  ccaammee  wwiitthh  ggoolldd,,  ffrraannkkiinncceennssee,,  aanndd  mmyyrrrrhh..  
MMaaggooss  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  pprriieessttllyy  

ccllaassss;;  llaatteerr  iitt  hhaadd  tthhee  ccoonnnnoottaattiioonn  ooff  mmaaggiicciiaannss  
aanndd  aassttrroollooggeerrss..  MMaatttthheeww’’ss  mmaaggii  rreeppoorrtt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  sseeeenn  aa  ssttaarr  rriissiinngg;;  iittss  lliigghhtt  wwaass  vviissiibbllee  ttoo  tthheemm  
ffaarr  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  IIssrraaeell,,  aann  eeaarrllyy  aanndd  

ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ssyymmbbooll  ffoorr  JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  LLiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  
WWoorrlldd..  AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  MMaatttthheeww’’ss  GGoossppeell  ((cchhaapptteerr  
2288)),,  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  JJeessuuss  wwoorrsshhiipp  hhiimm,,  aann  aacctt  
ffoorreettoolldd  iinn  tthhee  aaccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMaaggii  ttooddaayy..  TThhee  

eelleevveenn  aarree  ttoolldd  ttoo  mmaakkee  ddiisscciipplleess  ooff  ““aallll  nnaattiioonnss,,””  
nnaattiioonnss  ssyymmbboolliizzeedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMaaggii..  TTooddaayy  wwee  hheeaarr  
oouurr  oowwnn  mmiissssiioonn::  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  ttoo  

sspprreeaadd  hhiiss  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  eevveerryywwhheerree,,  eevveerryy  ddaayy..  
  

SSTTAARR  OOFF  WWOONNDDEERR  
IInn  oouurr  ddaayy--ttoo--ddaayy  lliivveess,,  wwee  ccaann  eexxppeerriieennccee  

eeppiipphhaanniieess::  nneeww  ppeerrcceeppttiioonnss,,  uunneexxppeecctteedd  iinnssiigghhttss,,  
ssuuddddeenn  cchhaannggeess  iinn  ddiirreeccttiioonn..  IInn  tthhee  lliittuurrggiiccaall  yyeeaarr,,  

EEppiipphhaannyy  cceelleebbrraatteess  tthhee  aappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  aa  ssttaarr  iinn  
tthhee  hheeaavveennss,,  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ssttaarr  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  

MMaaggii  ttoo  JJeessuuss,,  MMaarryy  aanndd  JJoosseepphh..  TThheeyy  aarree  nnoott  ssoo  
ddiiffffeerreenntt,,  oouurr  ddaaiillyy  eeppiipphhaanniieess  aanndd  tthhee  EEppiipphhaannyy  

cceelleebbrraatteedd  ttooddaayy..  TThhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  MMaaggii  
cceerrttaaiinnllyy  cchhaannggeedd  MMaarryy  aanndd  JJoosseepphh’’ss  ppeerrcceeppttiioonnss  
ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  tthhee  ssaammee  wwaayy  aa  hheellpplleessss,,  ttiinnyy  bbaabbyy  

lliikkeellyy  aalltteerreedd  tthhee  MMaaggii’’ss  iinnssiigghhttss  aass  ttoo  wwhhaatt  aa  ssttaarr  
iinn  tthhee  hheeaavveennss  wwoouulldd  rreevveeaall..    

  
  

TThhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  MMaaggii——aanndd  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  
MMaarryy,,  aanndd  JJoosseepphh——iiss  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  uunneexxppeecctteedd  

cchhaannggeess  iinn  ddiirreeccttiioonn,,  aass  GGoodd’’ss  ppllaann    
ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  vvaarryy  wwhheenn  iitt  eennccoouunntteerrss  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo    

ccooooppeerraattee  wwiitthh  iitt,,  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
wwhhoo  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  tthhwwaarrtt  iitt..  AA  ddeeeepp  aanndd    

lloonngg  rreefflleeccttiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  wwee  ccaallll  EEppiipphhaannyy  wwiillll    
uunnccoovveerr  nnuummeerroouuss  eeppiipphhaanniieess..  

  
SSTTAARR  OOFF  LLOOVVEE  

LLiikkee  aallll  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttmmaass  sseeaassoonn,,  EEppiipphhaannyy  
cceelleebbrraatteess  GGoodd’’ss  eetteerrnnaall  aanndd  iinnffiinniittee  lloovvee..  IInn  aa  

ssppeecciiaall  wwaayy,,  tthhiiss  ddaayy  sshhoowwss  hhooww  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  iiss  ttrruullyy  
aallll--iinncclluussiivvee..  TThhee  mmaaggii  wweerree  nnoott  JJeewwss,,  nnoott  ppaarrtt  ooff  
tthhee  CChhoosseenn  PPeeooppllee  wwhhoo  eexxppeecctteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  

wwaass  ccoommiinngg  ttoo  ssaavvee  oonnllyy  tthheemm..  EEaarrllyy  oonn  iinn  hhiiss  
GGoossppeell,,  MMaatttthheeww  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  

lliimmiitteedd  bbyy  oouurr  hhuummaann  pprreessuummppttiioonnss  oorr  
bboouunnddaarriieess..  WWee  ssttiillll  ssttrruuggggllee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  

GGoodd  iiss  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  eeppiipphhaann--iizziinngg  uuss  ttoo  ggrrooww  bbeeyyoonndd  
tthhee  lliimmiittss  ooff  oouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee  oorr  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss,,  ttoo  
mmoovvee  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  
aarroouunndd  uuss..  LLeett  uuss  pprraayy  tthhaatt  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  

ggiivveenn  eeppiipphhaanniieess  ttoo  hheellpp  uuss  ffiinndd  ggrraaccee  wwhheerree  
wwee  ddiiddnn’’tt  bbeelliieevvee  iitt  eexxiisstteedd,,  ttoo  aaiidd  uuss  iinn  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhaatt  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  iiss  mmoosstt  oofftteenn  
sshhoowwnn  bbyy  wwhhoo  iiss  iinncclluuddeedd,,  nnoott  wwhhoo  iiss  

eexxcclluuddeedd..  MMaayy  wwee  ooppeenn  oouurr  eeyyeess  aanndd  hheeaarrttss  
ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriisstt--lliigghhtt    

sshhiinneess  eevveerryywwhheerree..  
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTAABBIILLIITTYY    
WWIITTHH  HHEEAARRTTFFEELLTT  

TTHHAANNKKSS 

 
Catholic Charities received 
$1,122 as a result of your 
generosity to our Donation 
Bin(s) at your parish from June 
1, 2022 to November 30, 2022. 
These funds combined with 
monies from other parishes in a 
similar program throughout the 
Archdiocese enabled Catholic 
Charities to show the 
compassion of Christ through 
79,566 mental health services 
provided to 3,768 people (FY 
21/22). Thank you for being our 
partner and enabling us to bring 
Christ’s love to the most 
vulnerable in our society.    
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