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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 19, 2021 
The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who cultivate peace. 
— James 3:18 
THE MEANING OF DISCIPLESHIP 
The geography of today’s Gospel is 
significant. Jesus is completing his ministry 
in Galilee and beginning his journey to 
Jerusalem, where he will meet both death 
and resurrection. The prediction of his death 
placed here is the second of three in Mark’s 
Gospel, and as usual it is the occasion for an 
important teaching on the part of Jesus. 
Today that lesson is tied to the need for his 
disciples to embrace a ministry of service. A 
play on words in Aramaic would have linked 
the words “child” and “servant,” thus turning 
Jesus’ gesture of placing a child in their 
midst into an illustration of his understanding 
of himself as the Servant of the Lord. It is 
that same awareness of the meaning of their 
ministry that Jesus (and Mark) wishes to 
instill in the disciples. Theirs must be a 
ministry of service if they are to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. And that service might 
even require of them that they be “handed 
over” to death. What would have been—in 
the culture of Jesus’ day—an ordinary 
discussion of social status (“who is the 
greatest”) becomes in Mark’s context a key 
insight into the meaning of discipleship for 
the disciples and for us. 
 

 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The wicked say: With 
revilement and torture let us put the just 
one to the test 
(Wisdom 2:12, 17-20). 
Psalm — The Lord upholds my life 
(Psalm 54). 
Second Reading — The wisdom from 
above is full of mercy and good fruits 
(James 3:16 — 4:3). 
Gospel — Whoever receives one child 
such as this in my name, receives me 
(Mark 9:30-37). 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL 
OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time; 
Catechetical Sunday 
Monday: Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-g��n, 
Paul Ch��ng Ha-sang, and Companions; 
Sukkot (Jewish harvest festival) 
begins at sunset 
Tuesday: St. Matthew 
Wednesday: Autumn begins 
Thursday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre 
Pio) 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 
 



 

We lift up to the 
Lord in our prayers 
and good works for: 
the sick, frail and 
the homebound. 

Shirley Pizza                                    John McConnell 
Catherine Mary Moncello                    Michel Porta 
Camilla Leventhal                          Julian Morgan 
Nicole Grano                              Baby Amato Jordan 
Johanna Hanush                              Lena Vitalle.                                                   
Grace Ehler.                   John Thomas Lazur Dersch                     
Julio Sanchez                              Robert Zienkiewicz                                   
Arline Hrbek                      Florence Navarro                       
Kevin Michael Francis                    Paula Kelnhofer                              
Philip Dittmar                       Jacqueline Palmadessa               
Barbara Demczyszyn                     Michael Toscano                  
Caroline Ruppert Hubertz           Ellie Lombardelli                                        
Tom Greaux                          Anthony Delia 
Mary Ceppaglia                              Carolyn Salzman 
 

 
Jean Pitaccio              Sheila Slutzky 

 
Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the 
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and 
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe 
weather conditions and for all those victims who 
suffered and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
Beginning on July 1, 2021, the 

Parish Office will be open  
at the following times: 
Monday thru Thursday,  

from 10 am till 4 p.m  
The office will remain  

closed on Fridays  
 

  
 

If there is any adult (18+yrs.) who 
wishes to complete their initiation into 

the Catholic Church by receiving 
Confirmation and /or Communion and 

Confirmation, please call 
Sister Dorothy at 201-641-2989. 

 

 
Religious Education sessions begin in 

October. Schedules are available in the 
office and/or on the website. These 

schedules are ONLY for those families 
who have registered. 

 
****FFoooodd  PPaannttrryy  hhaass  rreeaacchheedd  ffuullll  ccaappaacciittyy  aatt  
tthhiiss  ttiimmee..  WWee  wwiillll  lleett  yyoouu  kknnooww  wwhheenn  wwee  wwiillll  

rreessuummee  ccoolllleeccttiinngg    ffoooodd  ddoonnaattiioonnss..    
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..  
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FEAST OF FAITH 
Doxology and Amen 
“Doxology” comes from a Greek word 
meaning “words of praise.” The Eucharistic 
Prayer ends with a doxology addressed to the 
triune God: “Through him, with him, in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.” It 
is an exclamation of praise, honor, and glory to 
God, reminding us that we receive everything 
from God through the Son, in the power of the 
Spirit. At the consecration, the priest held up 
the host and then the chalice for us to see and 
adore. During the doxology, the host and 
chalice are held up again, but this time they are 
held up and offered to God the Father. With the 
doxology, the Eucharistic Prayer ends, as it 
began, with words of praise addressed to the 
Father: truly, it is right and just to give God 
praise, and we assent to this in our whole-
hearted acclamation, “Amen.” Never was more 
meaning packed into so short a word. This 
“Amen,” sometimes and fittingly called “the 
great Amen,” is our response to the entire 
Eucharistic Prayer. 

 

 
 

NEW MINISTRY SIGN-UP 

 
Name _______________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________ 
Phone Number _____________________________________ 
e-mail ______________________________________ 
 

Ministry Commitment 
Interested Person’s Name 

Altar Servers _____________________ 
Age: Half-way through 3rd Grade 
Time: Semi-Monthly, Year round 
Responsibility: Assist the Priest with the celebration of Mass 
 
Adult Altar Servers _____________________ 
Age: 18 and over 
Time: Year-round for funerals and early morning Mass 
Responsibility: Assist the Priest with the celebration of Mass 
 
Minister of Holy Communion _____________________ 

 Age: 18 and over 
 Time: Semi-Monthly at a specific Mass, year round 

 Requirements: Must be fully initiated (baptized, confirmed, and 
admitted to first Communion), and a practicing Catholic. They must 
be in good standing with the Church. They must be aware of the 
sacredness of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 Responsibility: Distribution of Holy Communion during Mass. You 
should arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass to set-up the Altar. 
 
Reader _______________________ 

 Age: After Confirmation 
 Time: Monthly, year round 

 Requirements: Must be fully initiated (baptized, confirmed, and 
admitted to first Communion), and a practicing Catholic. They must 
be in good standing with the Church.  

 Responsibility: Proclaiming the readings during the weekly Mass. 
Prepare the weeks reading during the days leading to the Mass, and 
arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass to prepare the General 
Intercessions. Rushing into the sacristy just before Mass to “look at 
the readings” should be avoided. 
 
Choir _______________________ 

 Age: After Confirmation 
 Time: September through June, rehearsals on Thursdays at 

7:30pm, sing on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of each Month. Also, 
needed for special programs throughout the year. 

 Responsibility: Enhance the weekly Mass with your gift of song. 
 
Ushers _______________________ 

 Age: Minimum 25 years of age 
 Time: Weekly at a specific Mass, year round 

Responsibility: Should arrive 15 minutes before Mass to greet 
Parishioners, arrange for people to take the gifts to the Altar 
(preferably family members of the Mass intention), collection of 
weekly offering, distribute bulletins at end of Mass, and organize 
pews after parishioners leave. 

 

All ministries are open 
to Women and Men 
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St. Margaret of Cortona #911186 
31 Chamberlain Avenue 
Little Ferry, NJ  07643 
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201-641-2988 
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Dina Tarabocchia 
  
SOFTWARE 
Microsoft Publisher® 2007 
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