








We lift up to the
Lord in our prayers
and good works for:
the sick, frail and
the homebound.

John McConnell Anthony Deli
Catherine Mary Moncello Michel Porta
Camilla Leventhal Julian Morgan
Nicole Grano Baby Amato Jordan
Johanna Hanush Philip Dittmar
Lena Vitalle. Grace Ehler

John Thomas Lazur Dersch Julio Sanchez
Robert Zienkiewicz Arline Hrbek

Kevin Michael Francis
Jacqueline Palmadessa
Michael Toscano

Florence Navarro
Paula Kelnhofer
Barbara Demczyszyn

Caroline Ruppert Hubertz Ellie Lombardelli
Tom Greaux Brandon Kingsley
John Ratynski Tony Tarabocchia
Robert & Carolyn Salzman Victor Ruggiero

Vincent Evelich
James Moran.
Olivia La Forte King
Valerie Vernay

Jo Anna Lockie
Dominick Di Buono
David I. Ramos

Ronald Thomas
Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe
weather conditions and for all those victims who
suffered and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19
pandemic.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cl

If there is any adult (18+yrs.)
who wishes to complete
their initiation into the

Catholic Church by receiving

Confirmation and /or Communion
and Confirmation, please call
Sister Dorothy at 201 -641-2989.

NEEDED

We are in need of Readers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion, and Altar
Servers. We need help at all Masses but
specifically at:

Readers are needed at 5:30, 8:00 and
12:00

Extraordinary Ministers are needed at
5:30 and 12:00

Altar Servers are needed at 5:30, 8:00,
10:00 and 12:00

If you are interested, please call or text
Sophie at 201-723-2091

**Come and help prepare for our Savior
with the Christmas tree and the
Creche set up
December 18" at 1pm.



CANDLEIGHT CAROL SING
The 51 annual Candlelight Carol Sing
will be held at the Cathedral Basilica on
Wednesday, December 14" and
Thursday, December 15, at 8 p.m.
(two performances).

Doors open at 7 pm both nights.
Christmas music in nine languages
will be sung by the
Cathedral Choir with the assembly and
will be accompanied by the great
Cathedral organs and brass ensemble.
Free-will donation. For more information
call 973-484-2400, or visit:
www.cathedralbasilica.org

Be patient, "

brothers
and sisters,
until the coming

See how - - x
the farmer waits
for the precious
fruit of the earth,

being patient with it
until it receives

the early and
the late rains.
James 5:7

OUR FASCINATING FAITH
Our Lady of Guadalupe (
December 12)

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness
of the Americas, first appeared to
Cuauhtlatzin (Juan Diego) on
December 9, 1531 while he was on
his way to a Eucharistic celebration
in Tlatelolco, Mexico. The Virgin
addressed him by his indigenous
name, asking him to go to the palace
of Archbishop Zumarraga to request
that a shrine be erected there at the
site of the apparition, in Tepeyac, so
as to share her love and compassion
for all believers. Juan Diego did so,
but the archbishop did not believe
him, demanding proof of his story
and of the Lady’s identity. He
returned to Our Lady daily, and on
December 12, he conveyed to her the
archbishop’s request for proof.
She showed him Castilian roses
blooming there through the stony
ground despite the winter’s cold. He
picked the flowers and carried them
in his tilma (mantle) to the
archbishop. When he unfolded his
tilma to present the roses, Mary’s
image was imprinted on the mantle!
Her blue sash and the flower over
her womb were traditional Aztec
symbols of pregnancy and new life.
But her features were those of a
mestiza, indicating mixed
Aztec-European heritage.

Thus Our Lady of Guadalupe
remains the enduring icon of
unity-in-diversity,
the fruit of our one baptism into
Jesus, her Son.




Third Sumfay qf Advent

Good news is good news is . .. Today’s messages from
Tsaiah (prophetic ancestor of John the Baptist and
Jesus of Nazareth) and James (spiritual offspring of

John and Jesus) both have messages that resonate

across the five centuries that separate them: hope in the
coming power and presence of God. Isaiah was
attempting to comfort and encourage the people of
Israel in geographic and spiritual exile. Their exile will
end, Isaiah says, with God’s presence shown forth
through spectacular occurrences in nature. James
[ikewise has a community in need of encouragement
and hope, since they despair over the delayed parousia,
the final coming of God in glory. In the meantime,
James urges patient endurance. Until Jesus returns,
they ought to persist without complaint, with the fives
of the prophets as their guide. Then will come the time
of sight, and healing, and life and ...
Good News for the poor!

PATIENCE . .. NOW!
a friemf walked me tﬁrougﬁ his new@ yl'cmted' gardén
to ﬁe[:p me see how it would ook in spring. He ﬁnaﬂ_'y

stopped and said, “You can’t picture any of this, can
you?” 1 couldn’t until 1 saw it in full bloom the
following springtime. Then 1 could understand why he
planted the seeds where he had. Then 1 saw the beauty
and bounty that his planting represented. “Tell John
what you hear and see,” Jesus says to John’s disciples.
The signs of the Messiah proclaimed by the prophets
are beginning to bloom. Look and see! Hear the singing
of those once mute and the rejoicing of the crowds who
witness these works. The beauty and the bounty

of our generous God are all around.

JUST IMAGINE

James wrote to a community experiencing

hardship, like the exiled Israelites in today’s

first reading. Isaiah and James exhort people to
trust that they will see God’s presence in their
midst once again, so be patient. That’s easier
said than done, isn’t it? Saint Francis de Sales
says to be patient with everyone, and most of
all with ourselves. Patience means accepting
suffering and delay without becoming angry or
upset. Easier said than done. Praying for this
virtue each day, sometimes often throughout
the day, does help. Breathe in the Spirit of God
and say, “Give me patience, Lord.” Then exhale
anger, upset, and impatience. Staring at a
garden won’t make a shoot spring up any
faster; however, giving thanks for the seed, the
water, the soil, and the Giver of all life can
deepen our trust that the garden will grow. So
be patient. Rejoice always. See and be the signs
of God’s beauty and bounty in our world today.
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The weekend of November 26/27 began the holy
season of Advent, a season wherein the Church
_prepares to celebrate Christmas. During this
Advent Liturgical season, we prepare our hearts to
celebrate Christ’s coming into our world, His
presence with us now and anticipate His coming at
the end of time. Here at St. ‘Margaret’s we also
prepare to yrwid'e for cﬁiﬁﬁ’en/famiﬁ’es in need @"
our help. As in the past, there will be a “giving
tree” decorated with tags so that needy children in
our area will not go without. The GIVING
TREE will be up the weekend of November 26/27
and continue for a few weeks. We ask you to adhere
to the following guidelines if you wish to
_participate:
1. Take a tag from the tree
2. ‘Purchase the item named on the tag
3. Return the g}’ft UNWRAPPED to church or
the parish center.
Any questions please call Sister Dorothy or talk to
Cﬁery( Vorisek who gmcious@ does this for our
}mrisﬁ and the nee(fy children.
Lastly, DO NOT GIVE ANY USED ITEM.
Thank you for your kindness to God’s poor.

Saint Margaret of
Cortona Church
Christmas 2022 Schedule

Christmas Masses December 24-25

Saturday, Christmas Eve:
5:30 PM and 12:00 Midnight

Sunday, The Nativity of the Lord

Christmas Day:
10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph, Friday, December 30
12:00 PM

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,

(New Year’s Day)
January 1, 2023
Saturday, December 31,
New Year’s Eve: 5:30 PM

Sunday, New Year’s Day
8:00AM 10:00 AM 12:00 PM

The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 8
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, December 17
1:00 pm,

Monday, December 19
at 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, December 20
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Wednesday, December 21
2:00 —4:00 pm




CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
St. Margaret of Cortona #911186

31 Chamberlain Avenue
Little Ferry, NJ 07643

PHONE
201-641-2988

CONTACT PERSON
Dina Tarabocchia

SOFTWARE

Microsoft Publisher® 2007
Adobe Acrobat 9.0®

Windows XP Professional ®-SP3

PRINTER
HP® Laserjet 6P

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
Cover +6 text pages + this page =8

SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
December 11, 2022

TRANSMISSION TIME
Tuesday, 12 noon

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
200 copies



