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St. Margaret of Cortona Parish 
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Parish Center Office 
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172 

Monday to Friday 

Rectory 
201-641-2988 

By appointment only 

Religious Education 
201-641-2989 

Sunday to Thursday 

February 28, 2021 
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SATURDAY, February 27 
 5:30  PM    Rosa & Saverio Spadavecchia 

 
SUNDAY, February 28 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 
8:00  AM Francesco Altamura 

10:00  AM Silvia Mattessich 
12:00  PM     John & Rose D’Ariano 

 
MONDAY,  March 1 
  12:05 PM Rosario Conte  
 
TUESDAY, March 2 
  12:05 PM Vito Viciconte 
  
WEDNESDAY, March 3 
  12:05 PM  Madalena De Felice 

 
THURSDAY, March 4 
   12:05 PM John Bussanich 
 
FRIDAY,  March 5 
  12:05 PM Agnese & Pasquale Andreula 
 
SATURDAY, March 6 
  9:00 AM    Mass Guild 
  5:30 PM    Maria Manente 

 
SUNDAY, March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

   8:00 AM Laura Mastellone 
 10:00 AM Caterina Hroncich 
 12:00 PM    Malvina Smoyver 
 
 
   
 

Memorials 
Bread & Wine 

Joseph J. Ruzich 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
People of Our Parish Family 

 
 
 

 
 

A NEW IDEA 
Everybody thinks of changing humanity; 
nobody thinks of changing themselves. 
—Leo Tolstoy 
 
THE ART OF LISTENING 
If you want God to listen to you when you 
pray, shouldn’t you listen to God when 
God speaks to you? 
—Anonymous 
 

 



         
 
              HISTORY OF SALVATION 
The first reading today continues the 
“history of salvation” narrative that we 
hear throughout Lent this year. Today’s 
story was among the best-loved in the 
Jewish tradition (surely Joseph told the 
story to young Jesus as he formed him in 
the ways of their faith); the early fathers of 
the Church were very fond of it as a means 
of explaining the sacrifice of Christ on the 
cross. The overall tone of the first reading, 
psalm, and second reading seems a little 
incongruous with the dazzling Gospel, until 
we remember that the Transfiguration was 
placed as the Gospel for this Sunday 
precisely to remind us of the glory that 
awaits those who live faithfully and 
obediently to the will of God. In the life of 
Jesus, it is a preview of the glory of his 
resurrection; for us it is a glimpse of the 
destiny of those who continue, as we heard 
in last week’s Gospel, to repent and believe 
in the Good News. 
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            TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The sacrifice of 
Abraham, our father in faith (Genesis 
22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18). 
Psalm — I will walk before the Lord, 
in the land of the living (Psalm 116). 
Second Reading — If God is for us, 
who can be against us? (Romans 
8:31b-34). 
Gospel — Jesus was transfigured 
before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white (Mark 9:2-10). 
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL 
OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent; 
Penitential Rite for Candidates for Full 
Communion 
Wednesday: St. Katharine Drexel 
Thursday: St. Casimir 
Friday: First Friday; World Day of 
Prayer; 
Abstinence 
Saturday: First Saturday 
 

 
If there is any adult 

(18+yrs.) who wishes to 
complete their initiation 
into the Catholic Church 

by receiving 
Confirmation, please call 

Sister Dorothy at  
201-641-2989. 
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We lift up to the Lord 
in our prayers and 
good works for: the 
sick, frail and the 
homebound. 

Shirley Pizza                                         John McConnell 
Catherine Mary Moncello                         Michel Porta 
Camilla Leventhal                                Julian Morgan 
Nicole Grano                                   Baby Amato Jordan 
Johanna Hanush                           Giovanna Careri  
Lena Vitalle.                                                   Grace Ehler 
John Thomas Lazur Dersch                     Julio Sanchez 
Robert Zienkiewicz                                   Arline Hrbek 
Florence Navarro                       Kevin Michael Francis 
Paula Kelnhofer                              Philip Dittmar 
Jacqueline Palmadessa               Barbara Demczyszyn     
Michael Toscan                   Caroline Ruppert Hubertz            
Ellie Lombardelli                                        Tom Greaux 
Anthony Delia               Mary Ceppaglia 

Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in Syria and the 
Holy Land, worldwide human trafficking, racism and 
hatred, domestic abuse and street violence, severe 
weather conditions and for all those victims who suffered 
and lost their loved ones, under the COVID-19 pandemic. 

FEAST OF FAITH 
The Opening Prayer 
At the conclusion of the Introductory Rites 
of the Mass, the presider says or chants the 
words “Let us pray,” followed by the 
Opening Prayer. This prayer is also called a 
“collect” because it gathers or “collects” 
the prayers of the entire assembly into one. 
The Roman collects that we pray in our 
liturgy—noted for the brevity, clarity, and 
conciseness of the Latin originals—date 
from a variety of periods. Some are quite 
new; others reach back more than a 
thousand years. They are truly treasures of 
our tradition. 
The Opening Prayer can be divided into 
four main parts: 1) the invitation, or “Let us 
pray”; 2) the silence that follows, during 
which each member of the assembly lifts 
up before God his or her own prayers; 3) 
the collect itself, spoken or sung by the 
priest; 4) and finally the Amen, by which 
the assembly says, “yes,” “may it be so,” 
making the prayer their own. 
The collect itself almost always follows the 
same pattern. It begins with an invocation 
to God. A petition follows, usually very 
general. We ask for health, strength, 
wisdom, grace, forgiveness, faith, 
awareness. Every collect concludes by 
offering the prayer to God through Jesus 
Christ. With the Amen of the assembly, the 
Introductory Rites of the Mass come to an 
end. 
 

  
 

We are having Stations of the Cross every 
Friday, during Lent, at 7:00 pm in the church. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 
2021 LENTEN REGULATIONS 

 

The days of both Fast and Abstinence during 
Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. If 
possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued 
until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) 
as the "paschal fast" to honor the suffering 
and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare 
ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate 
more readily His Resurrection. The other 
Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence. 
 

On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is 
permitted, and two (2) smaller meals, which, 
if added together, would not exceed the 
main meal in quantity. 
 

Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are 
obliged to fast. 
 

On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be 
eaten. Those who have reached the age of 14 
are obliged by the law of abstinence.  
 

The obligation to observe the laws of Fast and 
Abstinence "substantially", or as a whole, is a 
serious obligation. 
 

The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are 
designated as days of penance, but each 
individual may substitute for the traditional 
abstJ.nence from meat some other practice of 
voluntary self-denial as penance. 
 

The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept 
(Easter Duty*) extends from the First Sunday 
of Lent, February 21 to The Solemnity of the 
Most.Holv Trinitv, May 30, 2021.  

 

 

HELP INFORMATION FOR YOU 
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 

Project Rachel-  
Confidential help after 

abortion www.HopeAfterAbortion.org 
Phone: 1-888-456-4673 

Trafficking Information and 
Referral Hotline 

If you think 
you have come in contact 

with a victim of 
human trafficking, call 
the hotline to get more 

information or 
to begin the process of 

helping the victim. 
Phone: 1-888-373-7888 
New Jersey Coalition 
for Battered Women 

There are untold numbers of 
unreported cases of homicide,  

threats of violence, sexual assault  
or stalking each year. 

Domestic violence continues 
to plague the families of our 
communities and parishes. 

Domestic Violence Hotline (Statewide) 
Phone: 1-800-572-7233 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Margaret’s 2021 Goal	 	 $24,229

Number of Pledges	 	                    33

Amount of Pledges	 	 	 	 $  8,925


As of February 23
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