St. Margaret of Cortona Parish

31 Chamberlain Ave Little Ferry, NJ 07643

Serving the Catholic Communities of
Little Ferry and Moonachie

In Ministry, Education and Service -- Since August 24, 1912
(Destroyed by Sandy - Oct 29, 2012 — Restored in Christ Aug 4, 2013)

December 28, 2025

Reverend, Kevin E. Carter, = MASS SCHEDULE:
Pastor  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.

Reverend Michael Otuwurunne, Sunday: 9 :00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.)

In Residence Weekdays: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m.
Reverend Victor P. Kennedy,  Mass Guild — First Saturday of the Month — 12:00 p.m.
Weekend Assistant CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.
Eileen M. Ballone, = PARISH WEBSITE:
Director of Music ~ http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/
Dina R. Tarabocchia, = PARISH E-MAIL: smcortonal 912@aol.com
Parish Secretary

Parish Center Office Rectory Religious Education
Phone: 201-641-2988 Fax: 201-322-0172 201-641-2988 201-641-2988
Monday to Thursday By appointment only Sunday to Thursday


http://www.stmargaretlfnj.org/

MasslISchedile

SUNDAY, December 28, 2025
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

5:30 PM (Saturday) Maria Vlacancich
9:00 AM Anna Hightower &

Joseph Nalewaiski
11:30 AM James & Rose Smith

MONDAY, December 29
12:00 PM Nino & Edwardo R. Espino &
Jel Manalang

TUESDAY, December 30
12:00 PM Larry Felberg

WEDNESDAY, December 31 (New Year’s Eve)
12:00 PM Peter Annunziato
5:30 PM People of Our Parish Family

THURSDAY, January 1, 2026
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
(New Year’s Day)
9:00 AM People of Our Parish Family
11:30 AM People of Our Parish Family

FIRST FRIDAY, January 2
12:00 PM Richard Tattoli

FIRST SATURDAY, January 3
12:00 PM Mass Guild
5:30 PM Michael Patunas

SUNDAY, January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 AM James Katsaroans
11:30 AM Sergio Passaro (Birthday)

Memorials
Bread & Wine
People of Our Parish Family
Sanctuary Candle
Raymond Nalewaiski

December 21,2025
$3,288

Pray FOR
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We lift up to the Lord in our prayers and
good works for: the sick, frail and the
homebound.
Catherine Mary Moncello

Michele Porta
Camilla Leventhal

Anthony Deli
Valerie Vernay
Julian Morgan

Nicole Grano Lena Vitalle
Julio Sanchez Arline Hrbek
Robert Zienkiewicz Brandon Kingsley

Paula Kelnhofer
Barbara Demczyszyn
Caroline Ruppert Hubert
Robert & Carolyn Salzman

Jacqueline Palmadessa
Robin Toscano

Ron Ruppert
George Stauble

Chris Lynch Pia Maria Pignataro
Mary Mirrop Johanna Hanush
Steven Sciancalepore Michael & Stephen
Tom Greaux Demczyszyn
Delia Libunao Pedro Jimenez
Amy Way Lori Ruppert Hagens
Pat Miller Phyllis Francis

Steve De Martini Colette Caminiti

Vincenza Luppino Mary Schiraldi
Pacita Sinisi

Victims of terrorism and war; genocide in
Syria and the Holy Land, worldwide human
trafficking, racism and hatred, domestic
abuse and street violence, severe weather
conditions and for all those victims who
suffered and lost their loved ones, under the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Key Found in Church
A key was found in the church the
weekend, of Dec 13th &14th . If you lost
your key, please contact Sophie at
201-723-2091.




If there is any adult (18+yrs.)
who wishes to complete
their initiation into the

Catholic Church by
receiving Confirmation and /or
Communion and Confirmation,

please call
Father Kevin at 201-641-2988

Quote for: December 28
"Remember the sufferings of
Christ, the storms that were
weathered... the crown that came
from those sufferings which gave
new radiance to the faith... All
saints give testimony to the truth
that without real effort, no one
ever wins the crown."

~ Thomas Becket (1117 - 1170 )
~ Martyr, Bishop ~ Feast Day
December 29

'@' Holy Family

ON THE Sunday after Christmas, the Catholic
community gathers at church to celebrate the Feast
of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. If
Christmas falls on a Sunday, the feast is transferred
to Friday, December 30, because the following
Sunday is January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God. Prior to the Second Vatican
Council, the feast of the Holy Family fell on Sunday
during the week after January 6. The revised
calendar has moved the observance closer to the
commemoration of the birth of Christ and there-
fore to the “birth” of his family.

The Scripture readings may change from year
to year, but the Gospels tell episodes from the
early days of Jesus’ family life: the flight into Egypt
to escape the forces of Herod, the Presentation
of the infant Jesus in the Temple, and the finding
of the twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple. All these
events are human and hopeful. The other readings
provide stories, psalms, and reflections on the
beauty of family life.

For families reunited to celebrate Christmas,
this feast provides a fitting opportunity to gather
again in God’s house.

The Book of Blessings and the Catholic Household
Book of Blessings and Prayers both contain blessings
for families. These can be offered by a priest or a
deacon, or by any layperson at home. This feast
would be an appropriate day for any family to seek
the blessings that come from God, who became
like us by living with human parents.

The Collect for the Mass prays that we may imitate
the Holy Family by practicing the virtues of family
life and by the bonds of charity. In this way, we who
share a house on earth may enter the household of
God in heaven.
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'?O:' Christmas in January

WHEN DOES Christmas end? It depends. If you
are asking about the social celebration in the
United States, it comes to an end on Christmas
Day. Stores take down their decorations. “After-
Christmas” sales begin. Holiday music disappears
from radio stations. And in many homes, people
pull down the tree, package up the manger, and
tuck away the stockings.

Food is about the only thing left. Youll probably
still have Christmas cookies and leftovers from
the big family dinner. But otherwise, evidence
of Christmas goes into hiding until sometime
next autumn.

It’s different at church. Most Catholic churches
in the United States will leave their Christmas
decorations up through the end of the liturgical
Christmas season, which extends from Christmas
Day through the Solemnities of Mary, Mother of
God (January 1); Epiphany (the following Sunday);
and the Baptism of the Lord (usually the Sunday
after Epiphany, but in some years the very next
day). The priest and deacon will switch from white
vestments to green ones when Ordinary Time begins
in earnest after observing the Baptism of the Lord.

This is why you may still see poinsettias and
other decorations lasting well into January—but
only at church. The decorations are one way that we
express our complete belief in the meaning of this
day. We have too much to celebrate on December 25.
To grasp the full meaning of that day, we extend
Christmastime well into January.

You could do the same at your home. Leave some
decorations in place—both inside and outside the
house. Let your home be a place where Christmas
is too big to be restricted to one day. Let the spirit
of the season extend into the New Year, spreading
its joy that Christ is born for us.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: The Liturgical Year © 2020
Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.
Written by Paul Turner.

St. Margaret of Cortona 2025
Christmas Schedule

Holy Family, Sunday December 28
Saturday, December 27: 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 28

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God

(New Year’s Day)
January 1, 2026
Wednesday, December 31,
New Years Eve: 5:30 PM
Thursday, New Year’s Day:
9:00 AM &11:30 AM

Epiphany, Sunday January 4

Saturday, January 3: 5:30 PM
Sunday, January 4:
9:00 AM & 11:30AM

Grew in
Size and
Strength



